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ROMANS K. 19. 
I will provoke you to jealouſy by a people that are no Props and by 
a fooliſh nation. 
2 Cor. xi, 8, I robbed other churches, taking wages of them, 
to do you ſervice. * 


Joux x. 16. Other fheep have I which are not of ts fold, 
them alſo I muſt bring, and they ſhalt hear my voice; and there ſhall 
- one fold and one 1 5 85 


Frinted by WILLIAM | PINE, in Wine-Stre. MT 


— ox wb * 
* þ 


F 


” * = 


- 
— PI 4 2 1 6 jy * n 2 2 
———— —— ß — 4 . — „ 5 5 — * n.. 
N . i ut aw 
— — a I . * 
* 1 : 
= 
ry - 
/ 
1 . ; | 
* 
* ; G 
» 
0 
e N 
* I 4 ” ; 
* * ? " — 
2 . * 8 . 5 4 — 
* - | 
* 
„ * — a % 
n © o e a a i 
x 
\ 
% : 6 | | 
— ; | 
* N . 
* 5 8 7; 
© . 
. 
4 * ; 
- A | ; 
| & 
= 
Co * 1 F 
* , * 
| i 4 4 i 1 * 
* P 
* ; ; | | 
g : | | | 
— . 
- | | — 
* 1 7 » : q 
: : 
* 
4 a . 
; * 
8 0 
| - 
- : 
ws 
Py : | 
= ! * 
$ 8 * 
# = 
* & : ; : 
3 ; : 
« 
* - 
. * A. * * 7 * k 
. 
* ; 5 : 
a | : ; 
* N | 
* N ; 
. ; | 
* . 
- 
7 : . 
. Oo OY I 
— 
s * — 
* 


* 
- 
. 
. 
3 
N 4 
* 6 : 
g 1 
. 1 2 ; . 
* 
8 " 
, 
* p J 2 | 
* 
. 6 ph | 
* 7 x 4 : 
, A > * 
oy 
L 2 
5 y : 
i : | 
© « | 
- | : 
4 * ' | 
- f 7 | | 
= F N : 
* * 1 - 1 uu ; 
4 - 
1 ' N * N — * 1285 
- | | 
* ö | 
: , 
: ' 
P 
” 
. 15 5 
7 
7 
” 
: - 
” 


mn 
** 1 


«. e 
* 
3 F 2 i», * 


IN my neighbourhood, when the good 3 
wife wants fire in her cabin, ſhe takes a wiſp 


of ſtraw, and borrows fire from her neighbours, 


and by and by, in her own turn, becomes her- 


ſelf capable of lending a little fire to them. And 
in a ſimilar ſpiritual view, as I have long been 


intimately converſant with Chriſtians of the two 
denominations in my Title-page, I here beg 


leave to offer ſome hints, by an humble atten- 


tion to which, I hope and believe they may be- 
come of mutual ſervice to each other. 


At a time when, in the language of a cele- 


brated writer, men were become polite apoſtates 
from God's grace; to wit, when, inſtead of a deep 
and lively ſenſe of the depravity of our nature 
driving us to ſeek ſuperior aid, there ſucceeded 
a ſpirit of ſelf-ſufficiency, and an acquieſcence 
in moral, inſtead of evangelical righteouſneſs : 
when the doctrine of Chriſt, as the antitype of 
the antient Paſſover being ſacrificed for us, and 


of the efficacy of his blood for the remiſſion our 
fins, was either openly impugned, or at leaſt 


paſſed by in ſilent contempt; nay, and in an 


egregious inſtance, this blood of the 3 


* % 


* 


14 PREFACE. 
pline was in a manner wholly let fall. In ſhort, | 
when faith in Chriſt Jeſus, and a life conform- 
able thereunto were almoſt driven out of the 
world; even at this very mournful juncture did 
commence, (not without the permiſhon or re- 1 
gard of him, who is higher than the higheſt, Eccl. 
v. 89 the republication of the doctrine contain- 5 
"ed in thoſe words of our Lord, on occaſion of 
his approaching paſſion, expreſſing in clear 
terms the real end thereof, This is my blood of the 
New Teftament, which is ſhed for the remiſſon of fins. 
Matt. xxvi. 28. 

And it is obſervable that this publication was 
made, not by the antients of the eſtabliſhment, 

(nor countenanced by them) but rather by 
young volunteers; and was accepted chiefly by 
perſons nearly allied in quality, to thoſe who re- 

ceived the goſpel meſſage at the . "x0 and 
who were upbraided by the Phariſees, as igno- 

rant of the law and accurſed, John vii. 49. and 

even by publicans and ſinners. 

It is true, this antient doctrine was greatly 
miſunderſtood by ſome, and perverted by others, 

as furniſhing a cloak for licentiouſneſs, and a 

neglect of the moral and ſocial duties, as in that 

; Tcandalous hereſy, called Antinomianiſm : but 

that this was not the genuine effect of this doc- 

trine, nor the intention of the. publiſhers of it, 

v appeared both from the viſible reformation of 

1 tte lives and manners of thoſe who received it, 

and from the ſtrict diſcipline, to which they = 
ſubjected themſelves, as will appear in the 
| ſequel. | 
Thus it ſhould appear, that the faith preach- 
ed was not matter of mere ſpeculation ; but, 
that it was of the lively operative kind, even 
that which worketh by love, according to the 
Apoſtle, Gal. v. 6. And overcometh the world. 1 
1 8 3 me” Jon 
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The PREFACE. 2 
1 John v. 4. In ſhort the faith that was OPT! 


in good works, according to the account given 
of it in the 11th of the Hebrews.. | þ 

It muſt however be acknowledged, that the 
recommendation of faith, abſtractedly from its ef- 
fects hath adminiſtered offence to ſome, and ma 
have been perverted to bad purpoſes by others; 
and there. may very probably have ſometimes 
appeared ſome unſkilful diſpenſers of the word; 
but I profeſs, from a long and intimate acquain- 
| tance with the ſenſible and judicious among 
them ; I am convinced, that the grand ſcope of 
their labours is the entire renovation of the di- 
vine image upon the ſouls of men, and that the 
declared and deliberately avowed ſenſe of one 
principal perſon. among them, is to perſuade 
_ Chriſtians not to reſt in a fanks of acceptance 
and pardon of fin, without preſſing forward to 
real holineſs, and that degree of love to God 
and man, which indeed is the ſummit of Chriſtian 
perfection. 

Nevertheleſs, inaſmuch as the pureſi Joo- 
trines, even when publiſhed in the true ſpirit of 
the goſpel, and much leſs a learned harangue 
pronounced to the people, on one ſolemn dax 
of the week, followed by an utter neglect of 
them the reſt of the time, are not ſufficient-to 
effect the great work of reformation, without the 
aſſiſtance and co-operation of Chriſtian dilct- 
pline ; it became neceſſary, that this alſo, ſhould 
be eſtabliſhed, in which the lives of believers 
might be narrowly inſpected, in order that they 
might not only. believe but obey, and ſhew 
forth the fruits, of their faith by their works. 
The church of England indeed, in her ritual 
deploreth the loſs of Chriſtian diſcipline; but 
without taking any pains to reſtore it, ſo that 
| they are become like old Iſrael, when they had 


no 
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ho king, Judges xvii. 6. Every man did that whith 
was Tight in his 0wn eyes. But theſe men, however 
brandid as noveliſts, did not only fee the neceſ- 
fity of Chriſtian diſcipline, but ſet about the 
work in good earneſt, in which chriſtian breth- 
ren did and do watch over one another in love 


according to the primitive precept and example, 


Heb. xiii. 17, and in religious conferences ſtir 
= another up to love and good works, there- 
y adorning the doctrine of the goſpel, and even | 


0 to the precept of the apoſtle James, 


conſeſſing their faults to one another, and praying for 


one another, that they miglit be healed ; a practice 
which hath been found to be very profitable and 
uſeful, not only for diſcovering and removin 

matters of ſcandal and reproach, but for com- 


forting and ſtrengthening one another, in a hfe 


and converſation ſuitable to their high calling 
and profeſſion. 
And in order to the promotion of theſe good 
purpoſes, they ſubject themſelves to certain 
rules, directions and interrogatories, as neceſſar 
conditions of their admiſſion into cloſe fellow - 
ſhip; conditions far from being agreeable to the 
libertines and {coffers of the age, and which 


others take umbrage at, as approaching to the 
confeſſions of the church of Rome: but ſuch 


objections would ſeem to come very badly from 
any of thoſe, who ever ſince their eſtabliſhment, 


as an orderly ſociety, have alſo voluntarily ſab- 


jected themſelves to divers interrogatories, to be 


anſwered from the- monthly to the quarterly, and | 
thence to the yearly meetings ; by which means 


the ſtate of the ſociety in every quarter is repre- 
ſented: the uſefulneſs of which correſpondence 
and ſubor dination is ſo apparent, that it muſt 


| be owned, that if i it were dropt, we ſhould ſoon 


degenerate 
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degenerate into a chaos of diforder, inſtead of 
that unity which is hereby preſerved. 
That the re- publication of this antient dde- 
trine of faith in Chriſt Jeſus, did prove effec- 
tual to the converſion of many great ſinners, is 
not to be denied; neither indeed is it to be de- 
nied, that this awakening of fach ſinners was 
not unfrequently attended with certain appear- 
_ ances, which at firſt view were very ſhocking to 
ſome, even tremblings, faintings, and ſome- 
times convulſions, to the terror of thoſe preſent : 
but if we would give ourſelves leiſure to conſider 
a little the nature of this caſe, 1 apprehend our 
ſurprize would be greatly lefſened ; for indeed, 
what leſs is the converſion of ſuch finners, than 
being raiſed from a ſtate of ſpiritual inſenſibili- 
ty and death, to life; and therefore what won- 
der, that great commotions of mind ſhould en- 
ſue thereupon, and of conſequence of the bod 
allo, eſpecially in thoſe of the more delicate and 
ſenſible conſtitutions. 

Certain it is, that the Grft preaching of the 
goſpel came in power, 1 Theſſ. i. 5, and in the 
conference held between Paul the Apoſtle, and 
Felix the governor, this laſt trembled, and be- 
ing unable to ſuſtain the ſhock, deſired the 
apoſtle to withdraw, Acts xxiv. and, if that pre- 
cept of the apoſtle, Phil. ii. 12. Work out your 
 falvation with fear and trembling be of univerſal ob- 
ligation, every ſincere Chriſtian trembles; and 
thoſe of our denomination ſhould the leaſt of 
all others cenſure ſuch appearances, ſince our 
anceſtors derived their name from them. 

This is a ſingle inſtance of ſome degree of har- 
mony between theſe men and us: 1 proceed 
next to give more inſtances to the ſame purpoſe, 
which I ſhall do by placing in one view, ſome 
of * principal ſubjects of enquiry, or rules 
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and directions, reſpectively given forth and ap- 


proved by them and us, in relation to our duty 


to God and his church, to ourſelves, and to our 
neighbours, which is done with a view to pro- 
mote univerſal charity and piety; and which. 
it is hoped may, with the divine bleſſing furniſh 
ſome hints, having a tendency towards ſupply- 
ing certain mutual defects; not that I think an 
exact uniformity is to be expected. and moreover 
well knowing, that a union of hearts may well 
ſubſiſt, and be maintained without an unifor- 
pity: in Piniens. Ges | 


AN 


CONTRA 


Between Quakeriſm and Methodiſm, 


ee 
* 


_— 8 . 


Pa 


r 


—— — 


FE S T, with regard to the duties of the 


: church. 


To us the following 


queries have been re- 
commended, to be an- 
ſwered from the parti- 


cular to the general 


Meetings. 

I. Are Meetings for 
worſhi 
days and week days 


duly attended, as alſo 


thoſe for diſcipline, and 
are ſuch who are negli- 
gent herein admoniſh- 
ed ? 


firſt table, or thoſe 


both on firſt 


we owe to God and his 


To the Band Socie- 


ties, the following rules 


and directions are giv- 
en. 


I. To meet at leaſt 


once a week, and be- 


Aides this, to attend the 
miniſty of the word eve- 
ry morning, unleſs diſ- 
tance, buſineſs or ſick- 
nels prevent, 


REMARK. 


The practice of Daniel the prophet, (who is 
repeatedly pronounced by the angel a man 


greatly 


greatly beloved) how unſuitable ſoever to the 
prevailing indevotion of our times, may be 
worth reviving on this occaſion, viz. He kneeled 
three times a day, and prayed and gave thanks before 
his God, as he did aforetime, notwithſtanding the ö 
King's edict to the contrary. And I gladly _—_ -. Þþ 
brace the preſent opportunity of paying a juſt | 

tribute of praiſe to the methodical Brethren, 
even as burning and ſhining lights, and patterns 
of Chriſtian viligance; and their conduct as a 
juſt rebuke, held forth by a gracious Providence 
to a world of profeſſors immerſed in carnal in- 
dulgence and ſecurity, even in the fervour of 
their devotions exerciſed early in the morning of 
every day. Deplorable truly is the loſs of time 
Tpent i in ſleep, not only as unprofitable, but of- 
ten injurous both to the body and mind. 

And as to their vigils, I humbly apprehend 
— the rigour of the cenſures of ſome men 
might be abated. if they would vouchſafe to 
conſider, certain approved practices left us on 
record both in the Old and New Teſtament, viz. 
Firſt, He whom we acknowledge to be not only 
our Lord, but pattern, roſe early in ihe morning d 
great while' before it was gay, and went out and depart- 
ed into a ſolitary place, and there prayed, Mark i. 38. 
And the Pſalmiſt ſays, At midnight will 1 riſe to 

give thanks le thee; becauſe of thy righteous judgment : 
and Paul, when .about to take leave of the 
brethren. at Troas, preached till midnight, yea 
and continued, his {pegch. till break of day, Acts 
xx, and the deſgrip tion of the blefſed man in 
the firfl Pſalm | js, e the law of 
the Lord, and a therein * and . 


. * . Þ £ * 
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IT. From 


1 | NT 5 
| EL E 


I From us it is que- II. To the band ſo- 


ried, are your children 
trained up in the fre- 
quent reading of the 


holy ſcriptures, and in- 


flructed in the princi- 
ples of truth ? 
With us mental pray- 
er 1s recommended eve- 
ry day, and oftner than 


the day, according to 


the precept of the a- 
poltle, Pray without ceaſ- 
Me, + The. 'v. 17, 


deeming real prayer to 


be a lifting up of the 
heart to God, not a 


mere repetition of a 


form of words. | 

III. Is a viſit per- 
formed to the families 
of friends once a year, 
or oftner as occaſion 
requires ? . 


cieties it is enjoined to 
read the ſcriptures and 
meditate thereon eyery 


'vacant hour. 


Alſo to uſe private 


prayer every day, and 
that every one who is 
head of a family uſe 


family prayer. 


III. The practice of 
viſiting families among 
the Metbodilts, hath. 
been recommended, 
tho' I cannot learn that 
it. hath as yet been ef- 


fectually proſecuted. 


| R EM AR K. 

This is a practice which hath been found by 
experience to be of great uſe, as it calls forth 
into action the hidden talents of elders, in a 
beautiful co-operation with the miniſtry, far- 
niſhing opportunities of warnmg the unruly, com- 
forting the feeble minded, ſupporting the weak. and of 


exerciſing patience toward all men, 1 Theſs. v. 14. 


O 


applying their own labours and thoſe of the mi- 
niſtry to individuals; and indeed in the ſpiritu- 
al vineyard are many offices; for altho' planters 


B 2 


and 
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hath concluded. 1 men age and Rom. xi. 3 2. 


L 12 1 


yet diggers and pruners are alſo eſſential to the 
| Walen of the nnd. 


IV. What is the Rate 


truth? and more par- {peak or relate freely 
ticularly, do friends and plainly the ſtate of 
avoid incumbrances, his ſoul, and among 
hindering their growth the queries are thele : 


in the truth and the 1. Have you the for- 


ſervice of! it 7 giveneſs of ins? 2. Have 
you peace with God 
thro our Lord ſeſus 
Chriſt ? g. Have you 
power over fin, or hath 
fin power over you ? 


REMARKS. : 
I cannot but look upon the queries even under 
the 4th article on the left hand, as indeed heart- 
ſearching ones, tho' they have been all frequent- 
ly recommended from the ſeveral national and 


ſuperior to the ſubordinate meetings of the 
people called Quakers, and do ſhew the clear 


Tenſe which the framers of them had of the 


expediency of a cloſe inſpection, as well as of 
the neceſſity of an uniform moderation, not 
only in ſpeech. and apparel, and meats and 
drinks, but alſo in all our trading and commerce. 

Next. as to that which I have placed as a 


__ 4th article, among the directions given to the 


band ſocieties, it may be worth our while to 
conſider it a little. | 
The ſcripture, ſaith the nails: Cal. iii. 2 2. 


God 


and waterers are of the more honourable degree, 


IV. It is enjoined to 
of your meeting? Is each member of the 
there any growth in the band ſocieties, that he 
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Cod hath concluded all {Jews and Gentiles) in un- 
belief, that he might have mercy upon all. 

Agreeable unto this was the preaching of John 
the Baptiſt, even upon the firſt dawning of the 
goſpel-day, ia thele terms, | Repent ye, for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand, Matt. iii. 2, and even 
of our Lord himſelf in the ſame terms, Matt. iv. 
17, and the practice of the apoſtles confonant 
thereto, Mark vi. 12: and Ads ii. 38. from 
whence it appears, that repentance was the firſt 
leſſon to be learnt by the primitive believers, 
and continues to be not leſs ſuch to all their 
ſucceſſors ; and ſurely it will hardly be denied, 
that the next proper gradation in the Chriſtian 
ſchool is a ſenſe of the remiſſion of fins through 
the love of God in Chriſt Jeſus. Where then 1s 
the impropriety of this method of mutual cor- 
reſpondence, and enquiry in theſe cardinal 


points. 


What opennels is 
there to hear truthde- 
clared ? 

This is an ancient 
query which ſeems to 
be worthy of being re- 
vived, the deſign of 
which undoubtedly was 
that miniſters qualified 
for the work might vi- 
ſit ſuch places; 
this query is at preſent 
ſuſpended, and the 
preſent work of our 
miniſters ſeems to be 
too much 


e 


but 


confined. 


10 the 3 of 


V. The methodical 
brethren are not want- 
ing in this enquiry, nor 
in their endeavours to 
anſwer the end of it, 
and indeed their zeal 
in this inſtance, it muſt 


be confeſſed, hath car- 


ried them to great 
lengths, even to preach- 
ing in the fields, which 
that it hath been effec- 


tual to the awakening 


of divers publicans and 
ſinners, will hardly be 
denied; nor does this 
practice want any o- 

ther 
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upon 
. whole benefit they were 


— e —. 
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funerals, 


L124 3 


preaching to a people 
ſettled upon the lees 
of form and profeſhon; 
but if the firſt bidden 


thould continue to re- 


ject the invitation, will 


it not be time to go to 
the highways an dhed- 
ges P It is true, the au- 
nual meetings held cir- 


cularly in ſeveral parts 


of England do ſhew a 


noble, catholic and e- 
vangelical ſpirit, and 
I doubt not but they 


have had good. effect 
{trangers for 


intended, as have like- 
wile the embracing the 


opportunities aſforded 


of ſpreading truth, by 


the concourles of peo- 


le at weddings and 


of a ſupply of proper 
inſtruments for this 
work is to be lamented. 
and undoubtedly ow- 
ing to no other caule 
than formerly, men 
ecking their own things and 
not the things of Chiriſt Je- 


fus, Phil, ii. 21. 


thority 


but the want. 


ther ſupport from au- 


ple of Chriſt Jeſus him- 
ſelf, who delivered that 


excellent parable of 


the ſower in a ſhip, 
and that moſt memora- 


ble ſermon which ex 


ceeds all others «that 
have been preached 
ſince, upon a moun-< 
tain, 


And here it may be 
worth while to menti- 
on one piece of holy 


policy exerciſed among 
them with regard to 
their miniſtry, viz. the 
frequent ſhifting of 


theſe, and diſcouraging . 
as much as may be the 


conſtant reſidence of 


one and the fame per- 
Wil-. 


fon in one place. 


kam Penn, illuſtrates 


this matter by a beau- 


tiful ſimile, viz. that 
running waters are ſweet, 


nor does this badly cor- 
reſpond to the meta- 


phor of their reſem- 
bling the clouds, which 
are varioully wafted 
by the winds, in order 


to the watering of dif- 
ferent parts of the 


earth. 


But 


than the exam 
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But to proceed, 


Secondly, With 1e- Secondly, to the 
gard to lobriety, or the band ſocieties the fol- 
duties we owe to our- lowing particulars are 
ſeives, we ſubject our- enjoined. 
ſelves to the kollowing 
queries, | DE 
I. Are friends care- I. To taſte no ſpirit · 


ful to avoid all unne- ous liquors or dram, 


ceſſary frequenting of unlels preſcribed by a 
ale houſes, or taverns, Pein, 

excels of drinking and 

intemperance of every 

kind, and particularly 

ſuperlluous proviſions 

at marriages and bu- 

rials 7 
3 REMAR K. 


This injunction to the band ſocieties to refrain 


from the uſe of ſpirituous liquors, is highly ſui- 
table to the preſent ſtate of our times, wherein 


the uſe of theſe liquors hath ſo enormouſly pre- 


pvailed of late as to threaten the deſtruction of 


the ſouls and bodies of multitudes. 
Next, as to needleſs proviſions at burials their 


conduct on certain occaſions is ſomewhat ſin- 


gular, and ſuch as, Whether to be recommend- 
ed to our imitation or not, may however furniſn 
a juſt rebuke not only to thoſe who in our coun- 
try are guilty of that infernal bacchanalian 
cuſtom of celebrating. wakes over the dead, 
but alſo to thoſe among us, who deviating from 
the ſimplicity of their anceſtors, put on habits 


in token of mourning for the dead: for, whereas 
it is a matter of fact, that ſeveral of their 
brethren have, upon the expected approach of 
death, openly declared their being poſſeſſed of 


an 


1 py 1 
an afſurance of a happy immortality, it is an 
approved practice among them, on ſuch an 
occaſion, to make a proceſſion in ſinging before 
the corple ; - and indeed, of ſuch who have had 
juſt grounds for this aſſurance, it may be ſafely 
ſaid, that betler is the day of their death than the day 
of their birth, according to the wiſe man, Eccl. 
vii. 1. and Rev. xiv. 13. Bleſſed are the dead that 
die in the Lord: and conſequently the mourning 


over ſuch is abſurd according to the Chriſtian 


ſcheme, as well as expreſly contrary to apoſtoli- 
cal advice, 1 Thefs. iv. 13. I would not have you 
ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are 9 ep, 
that ye ſorrow not, as others which have no hope. 


II. Do friends keep | II. I find no injunc- 


to plainneſs of ſpeech, tion to the bands in 


habit and furniture. relation to ſpeech, but 
with regard to habit, 
it is exprelsly order- 
ed that they wear 


no needleſs ornaments, 


ſuch as rings, ear-rings, 


laces, neck-laces, and 


ruffles: 
III. Are they careful III. I do not find 


to avoid all vain ſports, among the directions 


places of diverſion, and to the bands any ex- 
gaming 1 | preſs notice concerning 
voin ſports and recrea- 

tions, but am well aſ- 
ſured that theſe, and 
particularly the fre- 
quenting of play-hou- 
ſes are equally condem- 
ned, and equally deem- 
ed a breach of Chriſtian 
fellow ſhipwith them and 
us, and that the guilty 
are 


E 


* 


are actually n 
immediately. | 


Thirdly, with regard to the ſocial duties. 


We anſwer to the fol- 


| lowing queries. 


1. Are love and uni- 


ty preſerved among you 


and do you diſcourage 
all tale-bearing and de- 


traction! And is care 


taken to put a ſpeedy 
endto all differences? 


2. Are nds 15005 in 


their dealings and punc- 
tual in fulfilling their 
Engagements, | 


Is care taken of 
the poor, and of the 


education of their off- 


Ipring. 


Have all friends 


ſettled their outward af- 


fairs, by will or deeds 


"ot truſt 1 


To the band ſocie- 
ties it is enjoyned. | 
1. Not to mention. 
the fault of any behind 
his back; . to ſtop 


ſhort all that do: and 


to this is added. 

To reprove all fin in 
your fight, and thatin 
love and meekneſs of 
wildom. | 

2. To be ata word 
in buying and ſelling. 
This was alſo one of the 
firſt and original recom- 
mendations from George 
Fox, on his ſettling meet - 
ings for diſcipline. 

To give alms of 
what they poſſeſs, and 


that to the uttermoſt of 
their power: 
their practice to viſit 
their poor and ſick, by 


and it is 


perſons regularly ap- 
pointed for that pur- 
pole. 

4. Moſt of che band 
ſocieties are men of lit- 
tle property: if they 
ſhould ever grow rich, 


its hardly to be doubt- 


ed, but they will adopt 

the recommendationin 

the oppoſite column. 
5. Now 
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5. Now, in regard to 
the above ſeveral parti- 


culars, each l 


meeting, is reſponſible 


to their reſpective quar- 


terly meeting ; and this 


to the yearly or nation- 


al meeting, by which 


means the {tate of each 


particular meeting in a 
ſummary way becomes 


known to the national 
meeting. 


5. They hold their 
weekly, quarterly, and 


Kran! meetings of con- 
erence, in proper ſub- 


ordination, by which. 
means the ſtate of the 
ſociety i in each diſtrict 


is 9 repreſented. 


| 


The CONCLUSION. 


Behold the harmony that is eſtabliſhed, and 
Rill in a good degree ſubſiſts in the church and 


churches, in the ſeveral enquiries and directions 


above ſpecified, tending to the promotion of 
piety. ſobriety, righteouſneſs and charity. 
There are however ſome matters, wherein we 


differ, which tho''they may be deemed by others 
of little moment, appear to us to be of impor- 


tance, even fo far as to be worthy to be recom- 
mended to conſideration. For inſtance, 

Firſt, we deem 1t a favour from Providence, 
to have reſtored unto us a pure language, even 
in declining to give flattering titles to men, or 
in other terms, to fall in with the modiſh way 
of lying, in aſcribing to them qualities, which 
they do not poſſeſs, as of Mailer, Grace, Excel- 


| lency, Kc. and again, in declining to give the- 


denominations to the months and days of the 
week, from the fictitious deities of the Heathen, 


agreeable to the antient command of God to Iſ- 


_ Exod. xxiii. 13. 
. It is peculiar to us to have come forth in 


an ple open tentimony n the obſerva- 


tion 
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nion of the days called holy, even not only 
againſt the prophane, but alſo the ſuperſtitious 
obſervation thereof, as a meer human inſtitution 
without divine authority, in ſupport of which 
teſtimony, we have ſometimes patiently endur- 
ed the outrages of an ungodly rabble. 
It is true, divers of the Methodical brethren, 
have alſo manifeſted a righteous indignation 
againſt the prophane obſervation of theſe days; 
but altho' we do conſcientiouſly decline the ob- 
ſervation of theſe days, even in a religious way, 
leſt it ſhould be ſaid of us, as it was of ſome 
formerly, that their fear (or worſhip) of God was 
taught by the precept of men, Iſa. xxix. 13. Yet 
I do not here take upon me to condemn the prac- 
tice of thoſe brethren, who upon theſe occaſions, 
have exerciſed a kind of pious craft, (as even 
Paul the. apoſtle ſays of himſelf, that being crafty 
he caught the Corinthians with guile, 2 Cor. x11. 16. 
in taking ſuch opportunities of ſpreading the 
goſpel net over the people; and I am inform- 
ed that ſome fiſhes have been caught by this 
means. 

. As to the faſting, which as à matter of re- 
Tigious diſcipline, is recommended to the ſelect 
of the other ſociety, once a week, this indeed 
hath not been enjoined by us, it having been 
rather deemed fuflleient to recommend an uni- 
form, or conſtant moderation in eating and 
drinking, and to prevent the contrary on cer- 
tain occaſions of temptation thereunto, as at 
marriages and burials as above obſerved, not 
but that occaſional faſting and humiliation hath 
been alſo approved and practiſed, tho perhaps 
not enough: faſting properly obſerved being 
undoubtedly highly condufive to the health 
of * and mind; and on the contrary 
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fle ſhly indulgence, hurtful to both, particular- 
ly with regard to that ſerenity of mind, which 
ought to attend our ſolemn approaches to the 
throne of grace. 

I faid an uniform moderation, the” it muſt 
be confeſſed, that this hath not been ſufficient- 
ly aitended to; for indeed, too many who 
would abominate the putting on of lace, and 
ſome other vain decorations in apparel, have yet 
made no ſcruple, to ſpread their tables with 
kickſhaws, equally contradictory to their pro- 
feſſed renunciation of ſuperfluities in general. 

As to outward wars and fightings, the Me- 
thodical brethren do not ſeem as yet to have 
been ſo far enlightened as we truſt we are, even 
to ſee an end of them, believing in the truth of 
thoſe peremtory prophecies of Iſaiah ii. 4. Nation 

Jhall not lit up ſword againſt nation, neither ſhall they 
learn war any more, and x1. 6, g. The wol ſhall dwell 
with tne lamb, and they ſhall not hurt nor defiroy in all the 
holy mountain. For I am informed, that ſome who 
have embraced this way, whilſt ſoldiers have not 
been forbidden to continue ſuch; but indeed 
proved very good ſoldiers; and it is to be hop- 
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ed, that ſuch as theſe may yet lye open to a fur- | 
ther revelation on this account, as the Apolile ” 
ſaid on a certain occaſion, Philip iii. 16. , 


As to thoſe two articles which ſtand diſtin- 
guiſhed by the appellation of the two great or- 
dinances, baptiſm and the ſupper, I choole 
carefully to avoid being explicit, it being my 
ſteady purpoſe to ſhun, and if poſſible, preclude 
and entirely prevent every occaſion of diſputa- 
tion, as tending not to edify, but to alienate the 
affections of Chriſtian brethren from one another. 
I ſhall therefore only ſay, that we have ſeen 
with deep concern theſe outward and vilible 
ſignus magnified, and even preferred to the 1 an | 
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[21 |] 
ward and ſpiritual graces they repreſent. This 
is notorioully the caſe in the church of Rome, 
which bath carried its veneration, eſpecially to 
one of them, to the degree of groſs idolatry, 
againſt which, we teſtify in common with other 
proteſtants, being well aſſured, according to the 
teſtimony of the Apoſtle, Rom. xiv. 17. that the 


' kingdom of God is not meat and drink, but righteouſ- 
neſs and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt : and more- 


over, we allo teltify - againſt every inſtance of 


ſetting up the ſhadow for the ſubſtance, the cir- 


cumſtantials for the eſſentials of religion, meats, 
drinks, and outward waſhings, (in which the ſervice 
of the firſt tabernacle ſtood, Heb. ix. 10.) in pre- 
ference to that which is the quinteſſence of law 
and goſpel, the love of God and our neighbour, 
leading to diſpute with, perſecute and hate one 
another, on account af the ſe things, in the ſpi- 
rit of the Phariſee, who was exact in paying the 


Hine of mint, aniſe and cummin, whilſt he omitted the 
weightzer matters of the law, Matth. xxiii. 23. or 


judgment, and the love of God, Luke xi. 42. 


Not that I take upon me to cenſure ſuch who 
are ſincere and conſcientious in the ule of theſe 


_ Ceremonies, but wiſh for them as for ourſelves, 


that they might attain to the happy experience 
of being ſaved by the waſhing of regeneration, and the 
renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, Titus iii. 5, and that 
ſupper ot the Lord ſpoken of, Rev. iii. 20. and 
when theſe ſubſtantial matters are poſſeſſed, I 


would willingly leave their obſervance of the 
outward figns to their own determination. 


There is yet another ſingularity, which to me 
appears in no other light than as a glorious diſ- 
play of divine grace, with which we have been 
in a peculiar manner favoured ; and as ſuch I 
ſhall conſider it a little, being not without hopes 


that 


. 
that ſome of our neighbours may catch a litile 
of the heavenly fire from us on this occafion. 
They have indeed their matrons, who hold 
pious conferences with thoſe of their own ſex to 
edification ; but that any of that ſex ſhonld be 
concerned in public exhortation, is not allowed 
in any ſociety known but to ours; in which, 
however, the experience of many years hath 
abundantly convinced ns, that theſe alſo have 
received from the great Grver of every good and per- 
fe gift, according to the apoſtle James i. 17. 
gifts in the miniſtry, and been therein exerciſed 
to the glory of God and edification of the peo- 
ple, ſo that the long hidden and dormant facul- 
ties of that ſex, have by this means been brought 
to light, and their natural eloquence being ſane- 
tified, hath ſhone to the glory of God's grace, 
and the further completion of the prophecy of 
Joel, recited by Peter in the 2d of the Adds, at the 
_ firſt opening of the goſpel-day: and moreover 
This among us proves frequently a happy oc- 
caſion ofenlarging the number of faithful la- 
bourers, and on divers emergencies, ſupplying 
thoſegreatgaps and deficiencies, under whichthoſe 
of other ſocieties are often miſerably diſtrefſed, 
even in the exerciſe of a goſpel miniſtry, hither- 
to quite too much limited to the male ſex, 
whereas according to the apoſtle, Gal. iii. 28, 
in Chriſt Feſus, there is nei her Few nor Greek, neither 
bond nor free, male nor female, but all are one in him. 
There remains one particular more, wherein 
there is ſome variation between them and us. 
They indeed do not join us in our Chriſtian tel- 
timony againſt that Jewiſh yoke of oppreſſion, 
the payment of tythes; but yet they ſeem to 
have made ſome conhderable advances towards 
the antient goſpel-liberty of propheſying in ad- 
venturing to ſuffer thoſe called laymen, to preach 
| | | without 
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without the epiſcopal impoſition of hands, which 


preaching hath, in not in a few inſtances prov- 
ed effectual to the. converſion of ſinners; and 


this is ſuch a blow on the men of the-eftabliſh- 


ment, that I do not wonder at theſe being in- 
cenſed at theſe men.; and moreover, this miniſ- 


try is comfortably ſupported by the good will 


of the people, which is a palpable demonſtra- 
tion to the world, that tythes are not abſolutely 
neceſſary, to the being and continuance of a 
Chriſtian miniſtry; but that it may well ſubſiſt, 


and perhaps better ſubſiſt without any ſuch ſet- | 


led ſupport ; whereas large revenues have ever 


a tendency to .. idleneſs and a neglect of 
duty. 


Of 
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| of Silence in public Worlkip. 


eee next to conſider nates. Ae in 


which we are diſtinguiſhed not only from the 
Methodical brethren, but perhaps from every 


other denomination of Chriſtians, even in maine. 


taining that public meetings for the worſhip 
of God may be, and often are held to edifica- 
tion in ſilence. 

This indeed is a myſtery to a great part of the 
Chriſtian world ; and from ſome obſervations 
made on our meetings thus conducted, we have 
been by a certain writer pronounced mad. I 


hall therefore in the following lines endeavour . 


to wipe off this reproach, by ſhewing that we 
are ſo far from being juſtly pronounced mad on 
this account, that there are four evident caſes in 
which . even in public congregations, 18 
truly profitable, expedient, and ſometimes ne- 
ceſſary, and moſt julily to be preferred to ſpeak- 
ing. 

* order to ſhew this, ſome preliminaries leem 
neceſſary to be ſettled, viz. 

1. We agree with other Chriſtians in cheriſhing 


a high eſteem for the miniſtry, deeming with the 


apoſtle, 1 Tim. v. thoſe who labour in the word and 
doctrine worthy of double honour. It muſt however 
be acknowledged, that we do in an eſpecial and 

diſtinguiſhing manner, magnify the maſter be- 
fore the ſervant, even the Lord Jeſus before any 
miniſter whatever, having a firm confidence in 
his promiſe, Matt, xvili 20. Miere t5vo or three are 
n 
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gathered together in my name, there am Tin the midſt of 
them, and thro' divine favour been witneſſes of 
the fulfilling of that prophecy recited by our- 
Lord, John vi. 45. They ſhall be all taught of God ; 
to which he adds, Every one therefore that. hath 
heard and learned of the Father cometh unto me: and 
the very office of the Holy Ghoſt, the comforter 
(who was ſent upon the withdrawing of Chriſt's 
bodily appearance, and was to remain with his 
followers for ever) is by the ſame authority deſ- 
cribed to be, to teach them all things, and bring all 
things to their remembrance, John xiv. 16, 26. We 
therefore in our public meetings for divine wor- 
ſhip, (as far as conſiſtent with our own princi- 
ples) look not unto, nor depend on any man; 
but unto Chriſt alone, or in other terms retire 
to that manifeſtation of the ſpirit, which, according to 
the apoſile, 1 Cor. xii. 7. is given to every man to pro- 
fit withall; and as we acknowledge Chriſt alone 
to be preſident in our aſſemblies, we leave to 
him the putting forth in the miniſtry whom he 
pleaſeth to endue with power and wiſdom ; and 
thus we think that the primitive liberty of pro- 
pleſying, ſpoken of by the apoſtle, 1 Cor. xiv. 
31. one by one, that allmay ho” and all be comfort- 
ed, is keller; and when this hath in any mea- 
Fe been done, it {ſeems neceſſary to obſerve, 
that ſtill the grace of God is magnified by what 
is a very frequent or ordinary way of finiſhing 
our diſcourſes, viz. in the words of the apoſtle, 
to commend the hearers to God, and to the word of his 
grace, which is able to buald them up, and give them an 
inheritance among all them that are ſanctified: and con- 
ſonant hereto is the doctrine of the ſame apoſ- 
tle, Titus ii. 12, where the office of teaching the 
| Chriſtian, both his'negative and poſitive duty it 

_ aſcribed to the grace of God. | 
. 8 2dly , 
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adly, It is however far from our intention 
hereby, to inſinuate either the expediency or 
neceſſity of ſuperſeding any outward teaching, 
well knowing, that not only the primitive bi- 
ſhops were to be apt to teach, 1 Tim. iii. but 
that women allo, both under the law and the 
goſpel were teachers of good things. Titus ii. 3. 
4, and Proverbs xxxi. and it may further be ob- 
ſerved, that where this office hath been faith- 
fully diſcharged, and the truths of the goſpel 
been repeatedly inculcated, leſs 1 may 
ſuffice. 
Zaly, Neither yet further do we deny the 

truth of the ſaying of the pſalmiſt, The mouth of 
the righteous ſpraketh of wiſdom, and tus tongue talketh 
of judgment, the law of His God being in his heart, out 
/ the abundance of which his mouth fpeaketh : and 
when a company, conſiſting of ſuch as theſe 
meet, it is as natural for them to ſpeak, as for 
hve balls to burn and flame, as thro' divine fa- 
vour we have often experienced : Such, tho in 
a higher degree, was that glorious emanation of 
the heavenly light and fire upon the diſciples on 
the day of Pentecoſt, where it is obſervable they 
were all aſſembled with one accord. 

But alas! this is far from being always the cafe 
with us, but ſometimes ſomething correſpondent. 
to what happened in the early days of the world, 
hath alſo befallen us, viz. When the ſons of God 
came to preſent themſelves before the Lord, Satan came 
alſo, Job 1. 6. And if a congregation ſhould con- 
fiſt principally of perſons reſting in the meer 
form of godlineſs, without the power, the ſpirit 
of the Phariſee; (ſtill more remote from the 
kingdom than the Publican) what wonder, that 
among ſuch the harps ſhould hang upon the wil- 
lows, as with the antient Hebrews on a not 
wholly diſſimilar occaſion ? Pſalm cxxxvii. An 

evil 
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evil heart of unbelief ſtops the mouths of miniſ- 
ters now, as it did the working of miracles by 
Chriſt himſelf formerly, Matth. xiii. 58. 

Theſe things premiſed, I proceed to combat 
that, which I apprehend to be a vulgar, tho' 
almoſt univerſalerror, even that no public wor- 
ſhip is to be performed, unleſs the eyes and ears 
are perpetually entertained, or without perpe- 
tual ſpeaking and hearing, as if the reverſe of 
what the apoſtle ſaith were true, viz. The kingdom 
of God is not in word, but in power, 1 Cor. iv. 20. 

A Papiſt, after he has recited a certain num- 
ber of Pater-noſters and Ave-marias, boaſts and 
bleſſes himſelf; and a Proteſtant of the eſtabliſh- 
ment, depends on the miniſter, his prayer-book 
and notes. Take away theſe, and all worſhip 
for that time ceaſeth. To ſome one man he 
looks, and on him depends; and he who makes 

the fineſt ſpeech, and utters the moſt, enticing 
words, contrary totheapoſtolic pattern 1 Cor. ii. 4. 
is deemed the beſt preacher, and ſo the people 


heap to themſelves, teachers having itching ears, 


2 Tim. iv. 3. and for the moſt part, without 
any better effect than in the prophet Ezekiel s days. 
Ch. xxxiii. 32. And thus, as Witham Penn ob- 
ſerves, as the true honour is degenerated into a 
veneration for ſplendid titles and equipages; fo 
the worſhip of God is degenerated into what 
amounts to little more than mere ceremony. 
Now, as I am not without a degree of com- 
_ milſſeration, for the infant ſtate of thoſe, who, 
notwithſlanding their ſuperior commendable 
zeal and fervour, being as yet no farther enlight- 
ened, than to ſuppoſe, that perpetual ſpeaking 
is eſſential to divine worthip ; and are therefore 
very often put to great ſhifts, to get a ſupply of 
- perſons to perform this ſervice, and often oblig- 
ed to ſuſpend their aſſemblies on account of the 
total abſence of theſe, as is the caſe of man 
| D 2 | thouſands 
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thouſands in this kingdom, I proceed therefore 
for the ſake of theſe, to offer ſome hints in re- 
ference to the holding of public meetings for- 
worſhip, in ſilence ; and to ſhew that even a 
total filence may be, and is proper on certain 
juſt grounds and occaſions; and that ſpeaking 
on ſuch occaſions is not expedient. * | 

I. The firſt juſt ground and occaſion for fi- 


lence is, the want of the proper qualification to 


ſpeak : or in the language of the apoſtle, to pro- 
pheſy, viz. to ſpeak to a congregation to edifi- 
cation, exhortation, and comfort, 1 Cor. xiv. 
3, Which he diſtinguiſheth from teaching, 1 Cor. 
x11, 28, 29, (according to the hint above given, 
concerning private teaching) as the firſt ſeemeth 
to require a higher degree of animation. | 

This ſeems to be very clearly repreſented in 
the prophet Iſaiah, ch. vi. complaining that he 


Was 
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* Here the grievous corruption of human nature in al} 
ages, comes to be _—— nat only in the heathen world, 
but even among God's peculiar people. How hard to re- 
tain them in the worſhip of the only true and living God, 
the great inviſible Il AM, of whom no likeneſs was to be 
made: ſo that the prophet Jeremiah Ch, ii. 28, complains, 
According to the number of thy cities are thy Ged's, O Judah and 
indeed what is the above repreſented dependence on man, 
and on mere words, leſs than a kind of ſpiritual idolatry ! 

The church of Rome hath carried its veneration to man, 
to a very great and palpable extreme, even fo far as to pray 
to this or the other faint; which we, in common with other 
Proteſtants utterly diſclaim ; and yet it would, perhaps be 
difficult to acquit ſome of theſe of all participation of that, 
truſt in man, which is exprefly condemned in holy ſcripture 
Jer. xvii. 5, 7, inſtead of truſting in the Lord : and a certain 
late ſhrewd modern writer goes fo far as to ſay, that indeed 
every party hath its P:pe; but this we allo difclaim, and ac- 

knowledge no other head in the church, but Chriſt Jeſus, 

and pay no divine honours to mortal man, nor deem the beſt 
of miniſters, in any higher degree than |7chn Baptiſt, in re- 

ference to Chriſt, who declared that he was not that light, but 
that he was ſent to bear witneſs of that light, John i. 8, 


was a man of unclean lips, and dwelt among a peo- 
ple of uncean lips, and was not fit to deliver his 
meſſage to the people, until one of the ſeraphim, 
had taken a dive coal from the altar, and laid it up- 
on his mouth, and ſaid unto him, Lo 5 iniqui- 
ty is purged, and thy fir, taken away. 

And prophelyiny, as above defined, was deem- 
ed a gift of the ſpirit in the primitive Church; 

and indeed one of the moſt defirable, as appears 
from thele words, Covet ſpiritual gifts, but rather 
that ye may propheſy, 1 Cor. xiv. 1. and indeed the 
church of England ſeems to have adopted the 
ſame ſentiment in her office of ordination ; and 


vet the poor Quaker 1 18 ridiculed for waiting for 


the motion of the ſpirit. 

II. The fecond juſt ground and occalion of 
filence, is an unlanQified heart in the ſpeaker ; 
not that every ſanctiſied man hath a right to this 


peculiar gift, and much Jeſs a wicked man. This 


partly appears from the above text in IJſaiah, and 


more exprelly from the following : The facrifice of 
the wicked is an abommation to the Lord, Prov. xv. 8. 


Unto the wicked God laith, What hoſt thou to do io 
declare my ſtatutes, or that thou ſhould take my covenant 
into thy mouth ? Plalm l. and vice verſa. 

Reſtore to me the joy of thy ſalvation, and uphold me 
with thy free forrit : then will 1 teach - tranſg reſſors thy 
ways, and ſinners ” be converted unto thee, Plalm 
li. 18, 1 
. "I hos is yet a third caſe, wherein ſilence 
may be; and by experience is found to be, 
not only expedient, but profitable, even in puUb- 
lic meetings for worlhip, a privilege in a great 


meaſure peculiar to us; and the value of which 


in our view, is ſuch, that we dare not ſuſpend 
theſe meetings on the account of the abſence of 
any. outward teacher; and which we could with 
our Reighbours might allo be partakers of, as it 
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would exempt them from the great loſs and dif- 


appointments to which they are frequently ſub- 


jected, by reaſon of their dependence on man, 
| Inſtead of having recourſe to the divine oracle 


within themſelves. Wherefore the following ob- 
ſervations are tenderly recommended. 


1. Whatever may be ſaid of the neceſſity 


frequent waterings to young plantations, it is 
found by experience, that in ſettled congrega- 
tions, to whom the doctrines of the Goſpel have 
been Tepeatedly inculcated, that it is of real uſe 
frequently to make a ſolemn pauſe, and to wait 
for the dew of heaven, for a further bleſſing and 
fruitfulneſs ; and this matter may be illuſtrated 
by the divine ceconomy and wiſdom, exerciſed 
in the outward creation ; in which naturaliſts 
obſerve, that dry weather frequently interpoſed, 
is far more conducive to fruitfulneſs, than great 
rains and much watering : for by the firſt, oppor- 
tunity is given for thoſe balſamic parts which 
conſtitute the fruit and ſeed to coaleſce and unite, 
which by the laſt, are in part waſhed away, and 
ſo large ſtalks indeed, but little fruit is produc- 
ed: and this ſeems by no ſtrained analogy to be 
applicable to the inward creation, the church, 
where we need only apply to common obſerva- 
vation. for the ſmall effects produced in the 
hearers from all their reiterated prayers, and the 
florid diſcourles delivered to them, 

2. If abſolute ſilence had been incompatible 
with the ſtate of the Saints in Heaven, John the 
Divine had never told us, that when the Lamb 


of God had opened the ſeventh ſeal, there was 


filence in heaven for half an hour, as he does i in | 
the8th of the Revelation. 
. I muſt own this entire ſilence is irkſome to 


thole whole eyes are in the ends of the earth, who are 
| pronounced fools by the wiſe-man; Prov, xvii 24, 


but 
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but to the wiſe whole eyes are in their head, Eccl 


ii. 14. it is both pleaſant and profitable: or in 


other terms, to thoſe who are accuſtomed to re- 
tiremeut and abſtractedneſs from outward ob- 
zefts, the introverſion of the mind to the divine 


oracle within; or in other terms, to that well of 


water, ſpoken of by our Lord, John iv. 14. whuck 
ſpringeth up unto everlaſting life. 

In thoſe who have attained to this happy ex- 
perience, the heart is led to endite a good matter 
in varions ways, according to the pleaſure of the 
divine will, and the reſpective wants of the in- 
dividual: mental prayer, and that which is cal- 
ed by the wiſe-man, the plague of every man's heart, 
1 Kings viii. 38. is poured forth, or repreſented 
in ſuch terms, as no preſcribed form can reach, 
ſometimes perhaps to the following good pur- 
poles, viz. What fruits have l brought forth in pro- 
portion to all the preachings I have heard ! What 
progreſs have I made in that great work, which 
no man can do for me, even the working out my 
ſalvation with fear and trembling ! 

Lord, heip me to lay aſide that fin which beſets 

me ! Heb. xii. 1. Such is the language of an a- 


wakened ſinner, who moreover con feſſeth his 


fin, and imploreth pardon, having recourſe to 
the advocate with the Father Jeſus Chrilt the 
righteous, 1 John ii. 1, and »ſays with David. 
Pl. li. Create in me a clean heart, renew a Tight ſpirit 


within me: caſt me not away from thy preſence, and 


take not thy holy ſpirit from me. 
HFath he had innumerable occaſions of thankſ- 
giving, (as indeed, who has not?) let him offer 


the tribute of praiſe from his heart unto him, 
who looketh at the heart. 


Is he a ſaint, or one who, thro' divine favour 


hath made Grams ſucceſsful advances in the Chriſ- 


tian race? He ſtill with the . Phil. iii. 
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12, 13, 14, preſſeth forward, A ere not 


the holy fire kindled within him from heaven, 
to go out, Levit. vi. i949. „„ 
Such an one hath ſtill occaſion to querry of 
his Lord, What lack I yet? Remembering what he 
hath ſaid, Every branch in me that beareth fruit, my 
Father purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit, 
John xv. 2, or to put up his petition in the lan- 
guage of the pfalmiſt, Search me, O God and 


Ano my heart, try me and know my thoughts, and ſee 


if there be any wicked way in me: lead me in the path 
everlaſting, Pſ. cxxxix. 23, 24. Or he may be led io 
a Contemplation and adoration of the depth of the riches 


/ the wiſdom and knowledge of God; and the unſearch- 
 ablene/s of his judgments and ways, Rom. xi. 33. and 


to bleſs that glorious name, which 1s exalted above all 


| Blefſing and praiſe, Nehem. ix. 5. 


Such or the like may be, and is the inward 
language of the pious ſoul, which he who is theGod _ 
of the ſpirits of all fleſh, Numb. xvi. 22. heareth; - 
juch are its aſpirations, ſuch its hunger and thirſt 
ler righitouſneſe, to which the bleſſing is annex- 
ed, Matth, v. Such the path in which divine 
wiſdom and goodneſs hath led a deſpiſed rem- 
nant; which in my view, may hold forth a juſt 
rebuke, in regard to the too fruitleſs loquacity 


of ſome others. 


Thus is the ſubſtance magnified above the | 


| ſhadow, or life above words, according to an 


antient ſaying, Non magna loquimur, fed vivimus. 
And moreover, it ſeems to be not impertinent 
further to alledge a certain matter of fact; by 
which it ſeems to appear, that a gracious pro- 


vidence bath owned and bleſſed ſuch a ſilent 


worlhip thus conducted, viz. that there are 
politive inſtances of ſome having been convinc- 


ed of the rectitude of this way, by their being 
wilneſſes, and obſervers of the awful tounte- 


nances, 
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nances, and demeanour of ſuch who have been 
properly and fincerely exerciſed in this filent 

worſhip, who have came and joined us herein, 
But to all this repreſentation in favour of ſi- 
lent worſhip, I am apprehenſive of an objection, 
which will be made, viz. that the mental exer- 
ciſes above deſcribed, may be performed, as 
well or better, and with leſs interruption at 
home. 85 | | 

To which, I anſwer by allowing the truth of 

the allegation ; but at the ſame time maintain» 
ing, that both are beſt, even that ſuch exerciſes 
of the mind, ought undoubtedly to be perform- 
ed in private and public: and if the great work 
of making our calling and election ſure, re- 
quires all diligence, as the apoſtle ſays it doth, 
2 Pet. i. 35, 10, then both are little enough. 

And moreover, as man above all creatures 
was made ſor ſociety, as well religious as civil; 


the communion of ſaints upon earth, or in the 


church militant, is a proper preparative to the 
_ communion of ſaints in glory, the holding of 
public aſſemblies is highly expedient and uſeful, 


as well as conſtantly recommended by the apoſ- 


tolical precept and practice; and even altho' a 


word ſhould not be ſpoken, yet, as iron fharp- 


eneth iron, ſo a man ſharpeneth the countenance of his 
riend, Prov. xxvii. 17. | 


But foraſmuch as it ſometimes happens, that 


an outward miniſtry is withdrawn from the peo- 
ple, who for the moſt part wholly ſuſpend their 
aſſemblies on ſach an occaſion, the above hints 

for proper internal exerciſe on ſuch an emer- 
gency, may with the divine bleſſing be of ſome 
uſe; not only for the encouragement of thoſe 
who have happily experienced it; but allo for 


the information of aliens, as likewiſe for the 


ſtirring up of ſome outſide profeſſors among our- 
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ſelves, who may be idle; and in reality but lit- 


tle acquainted with this matter, and like the diſ- 


ciples of old, ſcarce able to watch with Chri iſt one 


| kour, Matt. xxvi. 40. 41. 


This brings me to the fourth all laſt occaſion 


_ of ſilence in meetings for public worſhip, which 


indeed is moſt deplorable, viz. the divine de- 
ſertion, or the withdrawing of the divine viſi- 
tation. 

The prophet indeed was commanded to cry 
aloud and ſpare not, but ſhew unto the houle 
of Jacob their ſins ; Ifa. lviii. 1. and the apoltle 


enjoins his ſon, 2 Tim. iv. 2. to be inſtant in ſea- 
Jon, and out of ſeaſon, to reprove, Tebuke and exhort 


with all long-ſuffermg and doctrine: but there was a 
time when Ephraim was io be let alone, being joined 
to idols, Hol. iv. 17. There was alſo a time when 


God ſaid to another prophet, I will make thy tongue 


cleave to the roof of thy mouth, that thou ſhalt be dumb, 


and ſhall not be to them a reprover, for they are a re- 


bellious houſe: Ez ek. iii. 26. and the parable of 
the vineyard, Iſa. v. where the clouds are com- 


manded to withhold their rain from it ſpeaks the 


ſame thing, as alſo does the wiſe- man in the firſt 
of Proverbs, viz. that wiſdom ſhould ceaſe to lift 


up her voice any longer to thoſe fools and ſcorners 


who had ſet at nought all its counſel, and would none of 


its reproof ; but that it fhould laugh at their calamity 


and mock when their fear came. And the removal of 


the candleſtick out of its place, was denounced 
upon the church of Epheſius, in caſe of impe- 


nitency, Rev. ii. and accompliſhed accordingly. 

A diſmal ſtate truly; but in ſuch a caſe, it 
may be queried, Are the talents of faithful mi- 
niſters to be buried as uſeleſs? 


The zeal and fervour of certain other Chriſ. 
| tians, tho' perhaps otherwiſe leſs enlightened, 


in field preaching, and this not wholly fruitleſs, js 
remarkable ; ; 


# „ 
remarkable; and we aſſuredly know, that Chriſt 
hath many ſheep, not of this fold; John x. 16, 
and moreover we are told by the ſame authori- 
ty, that the Goſpel muſt be preaohed to. all nations be- 

fore the end come, Matth. xxiv. 14. | 
And we find in the parable Luke xiv. that when 
I the firſt-bidden refuſed the call, recourſe was to 
FS. be had to the highways and hedges, and the ſenſe 
| | of lively brethren in former times, in reference 
to this matter, appears clearly in the antient 
querry above-mentioned, viz. What openneſs is 
there in any place to hear the truth declared: and 
even the late inſtitution of circular meetings in 
England, for the information of ſtrangers, ſpeaks 
forth the ſame thing, as does likewiſe the em- 
bracing of opportunities of ſpreading truth at 
funerals and weddings, tho' indeed the want of 
\Wi | a greater number of uſeful inſtruments fitted for 
| ſuch a work is to be lamented. Pray ye therefore, 
ſaid Chriſt, on the like occaſion, the Lord of the 
harveſt to ſend forth labourers, Luke x, 2. 
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